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Preface

This book was conceived as part of a series of business management text-
books that would be used when teaching students on international business 
management programmes, where students might be studying the same pro-
gramme but in several different locations: some might be in Scotland, while 
others might be in various other countries dotted around the globe. The 
important thing was that the course must be equally relevant for everyone 
regardless of location. 

Colleagues writing in most areas of the syllabus of a business manage-
ment degree should be able to meet this challenge by making sure that 
appropriate examples from across the globe are used. But for those engaged 
in globalised legal education the challenge is greater, particularly if the legal 
system in question is a small one such as Scots law. Students from elsewhere 
in the world might be studying the subject in Scotland, while students who 
are taking a degree offered by a Scottish university may study the subject in 
some distant country. This means that the subject must be taught in a way 
that is mindful of the fact that there are other families of legal systems that 
operate in different ways, and while some solutions may be similar between 
the laws of different countries, others will be different. The topic must be 
relevant for everyone to study. Fortunately in commercial law, unlike other 
areas of law, there is much common ground between English law and Scots 
law.

The core of the book is that of a textbook on certain elements of com-
mercial law namely the law of contract, the law of delict, and the law of 
agency, and it can be used simply as such. However, the book also attempts 
to set Scots law in its global context by exploring the place of Scots law in the 
families of legal systems, and it includes two chapters that focus on the legal 
systems of the United Arab Emirates and Malaysia, which are examples of 
the two main legal traditions: civil law and common law. Because for many 
students this will be the only legal course they will do, the book includes 
some information in Chapter 1 on how to study law. 
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PrefaceThe writing team is similarly global: three of us are based in Scotland, 
and the other two work in Dubai and Malaysia respectively. One of our 
number has extensive experience lecturing in higher education in Hong 
Kong. It would be nice some time to be able to meet as a writing team in one 
place, but instead our discussions generally take place over weak connec-
tions on Skype, WhatsApp, and endless emails.  

We hope that the result is a book that will provide straightforward expla-
nations of concepts, avoiding jargon, in order to aid student learning. In our 
view the chapters on the two other legal systems will prove interesting to 
those who are not based in those countries, as well as  to those who are. 

Yvonne McLaren and Josephine Bisacre
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